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(March) 6 Jr. High and High School students from town 

introduced Japanese culture in Mission city. 

 

(July) 4 students from Ecole Mission Senior Secondary 

School visited Oyama town hall 

 Home-stay Experience in Mission city for Jr. 

High/ High School students. 
 

This is the 20
th
 anniversary year since Oyama town 

affiliated with Mission city as an international sister city.   

As a main activity we have done an official visit every 4 

years to cultivate personal, educational and cultural 

exchanges.  OIFA had offered the home stay program in 

Mission city as a supplementary prize for English speech 

contest winners; unfortunately it became financially 

difficult for Oyama to offer this prize so it isn’t available 

any more.   

For students who desire to go for a home-stay losing this 

opportunity is against OIFA’s concept. So we offered to 

hold the home-stay program at the students own expense, 

and there were 6 applicants from Jr. High and High 

School. 

After 2 orientations and 3 study session, their 9 days 

home-stay came true during spring break from March 

22
nd

 to 30
th
.   

Mission city was full of cherry blossoms already at that 

time. Students realized spring comes pretty early in 

Mission compared to Oyama town.  It was Easter 

(Christ's Resurrection and redemption) at the time so 

most of the schools and stores were closed.  All the 

participants returned home with valuable experiences 

having exchanged lots of memories with their host 

families. Three supervising staff members held a MIKA 

meeting and exchanged opinions about activities and 

official visits for the future too. 

 It was short term as a language training study, but it was 

valuable moment full of life experiences and exchanges 

from a different culture. 

We are scheduled to have 25 official visitors coming from 

Mission city to our town in October. We have already 

started preparing a warm welcome with great hospitality.  

(OIFA chairman, Yozo Watanabe) 

Jr. High School and High School students interchanged 

with a sister city Mission mutually. 

Experience as a host family in Oyama town. 
 

From July 9
th
 to the 17

th
 there were 4 High School 

students and chaperons from Mission city that stayed 

with host families in town.  All the host families were 

the same families who had done home stay programs at 

Mission city in March.   

During their visit they had the opportunity to observe 

school life at a Japanese Junior High and High School. 

Students also went to Subashiri 5
th
 station, Fuji 

Speedway Co., Ltd., and to town for sightseeing. At 

night and during the weekend students got to know their 

host families. 

On the 15
th
 they held a friendship party with the town 

mayor, chairperson and many guests to celebrate the 

20th anniversary as international sister cities. 

OIFA used to hold English speech contests every year 

and offered a home stay experience in Mission to the 

winner for a long period. 

From the Mission city side, Japanese teacher Mrs. 

Linda came to our town with students who were 

interested in Japan every 3 years.  Last year was their 

3rd visit, and for the first time all the visiting students 

could stay host families that had Jr. High and High 

School students of their own. 

OIFA discussed all the details with the Mission city 

association to present the home stay program to many 

youths.   

As a result we sent 6 students to Mission and had 4 

students visited from there in July.   

We try to do our best to offer great opportunities for 

students to exchange international cultural experiences 

with our great relationship with Mission city in the 

future. 

(OIFAsister city assembly chairperson,Sadao Yuyama) 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact to (OIFA), Oyama town Hall at (76)6135.Homepage: http://www.fujisan-oifa.com/ 
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Taiwanese Dish 

 

American Dish 

 
Sunday, September 4

th 
in the kitchen at 

culture center, Hamilton Higbee from 

Minnesota in U.S.A, living in Ashigara 

with his wife Kiyomi did American 

cooking while conducting an English 

lesson. Regardless of man and woman or 

nationality, participants gathered. 

America is melting pot of culture and 

cuisine. As shown by these four dishes. 

4: “Beef salad with Wasabi dressing 

(asian)”, “Creamy Potato 

Gratin(French)”, “Garlic and Basil pesto 

bread(Italian)” and “Wimbledon inspired 

Sherbet(England)”  The sherbet  was 

made using frozen fruits. Everybody 

wanted to try and make this for their 

families after this lesson. 

 

▲Everybody listened her instruction  

so carefully. 

 

Mr. Hamilton taught 

how to cook while 

demonstrating his 

wonderful knife skill.  

 

Sunday, June 5
th 

we had Taiwanese dish 

lesson in the kitchen at the Health and  

Welfare Center.  Mrs. Oran Nakamoto was 

the instructor, and taught how to make  

“Tomatoes with fried eggs”, “Rice with 

Stir-fried shredded beef and green peppers” 

and other colorful dishes. 29 participants 

from Gotemba city and Oyama attended. One 

of the participants described it as a friendly 

atmosphere and fun to able to do international 

exchanges through cooking.  Please check 

out the recipe on the home page. 

 

▲ “Tomato with fried eggs”, 

“Rice with Stir-fried shredded 

beef and green pepper” and “the 

Daikon radish soup with pork 

spare rib”, “Taro Ball deserts”. 

 

The clear glass dish was the “Blueberry 

Sherbet”. Food was served American style 

with all food on one plate. “Creamy Potato Au 

Gratin”, “Beef salad with Wasabi dressing” 

and “Garlic and Basil pesto bread”. 

 

We are looking for Internationals who can cook their home country cuisine.  Or if you have a friend who is 

from overseas, please ask for their particiapation!!  Inquiry: OIFA at (76)6135 

International friendship association interviewed these 

internationals who live in Oyama town.  We introduce them 

in Oyama’s local paper and also on our homepage.  

 

Mr.&Mrs. Eduardo & Maria Toma 

 After moving from Lima, the capital 

in Peru they have been living in 

Oyama for 25 years. They have 

purchased a house in Oyama and 

have experienced being the local 

group leader, accountant, and local 

volunteer fire fighter. 

 

Mr. Arcer .Mio. Kain  

 

Mrs. Etsuko Tashiro 

 

Mr. Arcer is a short-term 

international student from 

Myanmar’s army. He’s 

attending Fuji’s ‘Defense 

Army School’. He’s 24 

years-old and started liking 

miso soup recently.   

 

From Taipei City of Taiwan, has 

been living in Oyama for 29 

years. Her hobbies are Indian 

ink painting and calligraphy. I 

am good at making cake wrapped 

in bamboo leaves (Chimaki in 

Japanese). Living in Oyama is so 

great! I really love the view of 

Mt. Fuji from my house. 

 


